
Climate Change and Oceans

Shark conservation and the Save The Med Foundation

When thinking about climate change and the ocean one’s mind does not immediately turn to sharks, however they are vital to the ecosystem

and provide an important role in the system that is the ocean. The ocean is one of the biggest carbon sinks in the world and it plays a

fundamental role in reducing global warming, and yet we disrespect it and treat it as an infinite resource. Shark conservation is extremely

important for the preservation of the oceans and the protection of its ecosystems. While sharks are somewhat feared this does not mean they

can be overlooked. Shark populations are dramatically declining from both bycatch and shark-finning. Bycatch are when animals are caught

from fisherman not purposely, they get trapped in the huge nets and are killed anyway. Shark-finning is so popular because in china shark fin

soup is commonly seen as a symbol of status and thus is a popular dish. With shark-finning, sharks are simply used for their fins and left to

bleed out slowly and die. Save the Med is a foundation which focuses on numerous ocean conservation projects, and I wanted to look more

specifically at their shark conservation schemes. They have focused on two types of sharks: the nurse hound and the angle shark which are

both habitants of the Mediterranean. In general, sharks are having to move from their usual habitats to find more favourable conditions and

this will result in higher concentrations of species, and they will be at a higher risk from overfishing.

In my course of Climate Change and Biodiversity we looked at climate changes effect on the oceans and more specifically coral reefs. Sharks

have a big effect on coral reefs and help in their preservation, in addition, sharks play such a large role in the food web that any disruption

would be of great significance to corals. With the increasing bleaching of coral reefs from the growing warmth and acidification of the oceans it

is necessary to preserve them otherwise if we remain on this path in 40 years there will be no remaining. And while millions of people around

the world rely on these reefs indirectly many depend on them for daily life and if they disappear so many people will be affected. It is important

to recognize that all parts of the ocean are vital to the system and should not be disregarded this is including both corals and sharks.
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