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Mission

1. To use photos and videos (lots of drone videos) to draw awareness 
at Georgetown of rising sea levels in developing countries 
(especially pacific island countries);

2. To use photos and videos to collapse the distance between USA and 
developing countries;

3. To show the personal stories behind the statistics you see in the 
news through interviews in the country.



Landscape Drone Video (3 Mins)

• https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MKCQO62IlX2_58HMEUl7DtjPv5sIY
nwQ/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MKCQO62IlX2_58HMEUl7DtjPv5sIYnwQ/view?usp=sharing


Case Study 1 – Labasa Town 



Case Study 1 – Labasa 
Town Destruction



Case Study 1 – Labasa Town Caption

• A small fisher town in the north of Fiji that was destroyed during the 
flood caused by Cyclone Yasa at the start of 2021.

• The city had to be rebuilt; people’s livelihoods were lost, but the town 
became vibrant again after government subsidies and reconstruction 
projects. 



Case Study 2 – Bridge 



Case Study 2 – Bridge Destruction 



Case Study 2 – Bridge Caption 

• One of the main bridges that connected two parts of the town near 
Labasa. It was destroyed permanently due to flood.



Case Study 3 – Nabavatu Village



Case Study 3 – Nabavatu Village Caption

• Mostly affected by climate change

• Not willing to relocate despite monetary incentives from the 
government

• “Cultural entitlements refer to intangible associations such as identity, 
social history, and a sense of place that defines a community… Re-
establishing this sense of place cannot be fueled by creating 
“cultures-on-demand” through economic stimulus, redistribution of 
resources, and tourism.” – Just Places



Case Study 4 – Urata Village



Case Study 4 – Urata Village Caption

• Least affected by climate change 

• People normally work outside of the village in tourism industry

• People here are more educated and more prosperous than the 
previous Nabavatu village

• They are willing to voluntarily relocate 



Interview 1: FNU 
Security Guard – Rajesh
“When the flood came and the rain 
started pouring, the light was out, and the 
water started going up. We stayed inside 
upstairs [in the three-floor building] for 
three days. I have been here for 16 years, 
and it was the first time that had 
happened to me. We couldn’t get out, and 
everything in the building was ruined.”



Interview 2: Galaxy Hotel 
Receptionist – Kinisimere

• “People were still trying to recover from Cyclone Yasa a few months ago [in December 2020]. The hotel was 
flooded for 2 days, and the water was ankle-level. When we started seeing water to rise, we started putting 
our freezers and electronics on top, but the cleanup was a mess – It took us one and a half days with a lot of 
staff to clean up. The whole of Labasa also did not have water, and the guests were not happy running 
around looking for clean water.”

• “Floods do not happen every year, and the last flood that happened in Labasa was probably 10 years ago.”

• “Farmers, who had sugar cane farms, cow farms, and root crop farms, were affected quite a lot.” 

• “There were a lot of people being evacuated by the police and the troops.”

• “Nobody expected the flood to happen, and everyone was a bit of in shock.”

• “Too much raining caused the flooding, and the sewage system got blocked. The river over there also got 
overflowed, and all the flooding happened very fast.”

• “People were having mental health issues after the flooding. For some families, it was very hard for them to 
get back on their feet.”

• “I really cannot blame bigger countries. But if they see what is going on in Fiji, I hope they can be more 
aware of how they do things. And hopefully, they can do things in a safer way.”

• “Richer countries will not necessarily care about poor countries unless they have something to gain.”



Interview 3: Galaxy Wine and 
Dine – Sarafina and Akash

• “The whole restaurant was flooded. We had to put everything on top. We had to jump on 
the table, and eventually, we went to the top floor. There was no water for 3 days.”

• “We did not expect the flood to be that severe. Even Cyclone Winston did not have that 
severe of a flood.”

• “Our jobs were affected because there was no guest coming, especially with the COVID 
situation. We had to stay at home with no pay for quite a long time, and there was no 
support from the hotel company. We had to apply for unemployment benefits [400 dollars 
twice], and it was all we got for the last two years.” 

• “People were exhausted.”

• “When we were at home, we got to sell ice blocks or working in plantations.”

• “We used to work in Nadi [richer tourist areas], but because of COVID, we had to stay back 
home with families. Not many expensive tourists came here, so our pay got affected, too.”

• “We don’t blame everyone. It is something that just happens.”

• “Bigger countries should stop building bombs, and those are affecting the climate.”



Interview 4: Dakayawa –
Fish Vendor in Labasa

• “I buy those fish from the divers every night. Early in the morning, 
we buy from them, and then we sell them in the market. The 
market opens from 8 AM to 5 PM, 6 days a week.”

• “Our fish was being flooded away. We had to replace the flooded 
fish, and that cost us 500 FJD, and it was a big loss for us.”

• “We were out of business for about a week, and we had to do a 
lot of cleanup after the flood. Financially, it was very low and 
challenging. The government gave us some small help, and we 
started again. We had to use our savings.”

• “We could not really cope with the things that happened. We 
were just trying our best.”



Interview 5: Koroi – Vegetable 
Farmer

• “I have been a farmer since 2003. My farm is about 10 km 
from here. I specialize in vegetable and fruits.”

• “The fruits and vegetables were destroyed due to the flood. 
Plenty was lost, and 90% of the farm was damaged. I had to 
replant all the crops, and it look me about 3 months for 
them to grow.”

• “Other countries should help the farmers and give them 
the resources.”



Interview 6: Sarafina – Mango 
Vendor

• “I was here during the flood. Everything was damaged.”



Interview 7: Chinatown 
Shop Owner

• “The flood caused more damage than COVID. My shop 
had to be closed for two months, and everything inside 
was useless. We had to clean up everything, and the rain 
water was dirty with lots of dirt and mud. The entire 
storage house was also damaged.”

• ALSO INCLUDE THE PICTURES HE SENT HERE SHOWING 
THE DAMAGE



Interview 8: Mereani – Urata 
Village University Student

• “I was in tertiary school studying environmental science, and I 
had been locked down here since COVID started in 2020. We 
did not have any school going on, no Zoom class, for the last 2 
years.”

• “There are probably 100 people, 50 houses, living here in the 
village. Most of the people work outside of the village. Some 
work in Veti Levu, and some work overseas.”

• “Most of our roads were eroded from the soil, and the 
government had to build sea wall to prevent from sea water 
entering the village. Our lives are not being affected at the 
moment.”

• “There were damages being done in this community by rising 
sea levels. The plants [cabbage] and vegetables in our farms 
nearby were damaged. We use those cabbages internally, and 
we sell some excess to the market nearby.”



Interview 9: Silina – Urata 
Village Tourism Worker

• “I work for the tourism industry in the Denarau Island as an 
administrator.”

• “This village is below the sea level, and we were here during 
the last cyclone. Our root crops were affected. Because the 
sea level is rising, relocating the village should be the next 
project. Villager elders should start considering it.”

• “The last cyclone we had, the ocean waves actually came into 
the village, and the wave was reaching into the inside of the 
church. Our crops were gone from strong winds. We had food 
shortage problem after the cyclone, and my husband had to 
switch to food farming after. The food in the supermarket was 
expensive.”



Interview 10 – Geoffrey

• BS, MS, and PhD in Geology from University of Sydney, 
University of Fiji, and University College London

• Does not believe in climate change 

• “It is all cyclical, and people like Biden and Greta should not 
overreact.”

• “Greta belong in a mental hospital.”

• “Neither does the severity nor the frequency of the cyclone 
had changed over the years.”


